Herald of Good TIDINGS

Fr om

t he Pastor

What is the purpose of tithes and offerings?

Our church could not exist without tithes and offerings.
Even with our invested fund interest, and fundraisers,
about 90% of our budget comes from the collection
plate.

On October 21 we will have our Consecration Sunday
to receive our annual pledges. | say “our” because |
pledge as well. | look hard at my income, my responsi-
bilities, and choose a number to pledge.

| often used to bargain with God in prayer. “God if you
do this. | will do that.” | was an anxious child. When
my mom did not come home on time, | worried that
she was in a car accident. So | would pray to God that
if Mom came home safe, | would eat more vegetables.
This is a primitive form of prayer. The pagans used
this form and if their prayer was not answered they
moved their allegiance to another god.

I do not want our tithes and offerings to be a part of
our prayer life like that. “I will tithe; in return | expect a
raise at work and easing of my back pain.”

When Mom got home | would too often forget my
promise. So this form of prayer, even when answered,
did not help me improve my life.

| remember a scene in The Simpsons where Bart
gave grace saying something like, “Thanks for nothing
God we bought all this food and you did nothing.”

The Simpsons, unlike its reputation, takes faith very

seriously (for a silly cartoon). | think many people of
faith, myself included, think we do much and do not
see the hand of God in our lives. Like Bart, we can
feel we have done all the things to get us to this place,
with little help from God.

One of my mother’s favorite phrases was, “There but
for the Grace of God go you or I.” Whenever a tragedy
— an accident that killed or maimed someone, when a
family member had legal troubles due to addiction, my
mother would say, “There but for the Grace of God go
you or |.”

In many ways we are lucky, or in the hands of God.
Our health or infirmity is a gift from God. Many things
we accomplish are truly the work of thousands, many
we will never know.

What is the purpose of pledging? Do we have
enough? Or do we NEED so much more to TRULY be
happy? Are we generous or does jealousy and envy
make us a miser? These are questions about our
soul.

Over 90% of pledges are filled or exceeded. Itis a
spiritual practice that people take seriously. Take a
look at how you use your money. Do you have room
in your budget to pledge? Do you have enough re-
sources for the comforts of life? If yes, then perhaps
you can increase your pledge.

God bless you,
Pagtor Brian
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AUBURNWALK FOR HUNGER - SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21 °* AT 1 PM.

TO SUPPORT AYFS FOOD PANTRY AND KATERI 0
Registration is at 12:45 P.M. at Auburn Youth & Family Services, Pheasant Court, Auburn.

Pl ease join Suémtdmp bvall Ik fforr thhuemgZzr. The wal

and Family Services. Al money raised will s

North Ameri canApdparrotxyirnat@h yr 2.0 to 275 i ndivi
are given fmonodt.lalsysi stance
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pl ease see Sue CampP®&NLB. or al |l h

***_ook for the Celtic sneaker collection during the worship service on October 7 R
(If you miss this offering, please feel free to give your donation directly to Sue Campbell.)
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Pl ease make cWAe&dFKs HuayyabhlaaVktfdg ouyour support

Coffee Hour Hosts: October Fuel Fund

10/7 Personnel Committee This is a friendly reminder that in October there is a special
10/14 Outreach Committee :fferlng er?velope.for the Fuel Fund. This is one of.four Fuel

und special offering envelopes that can be found in your of-
10/21 Music Committee& volunteers fering envelope packets. All money donated through this of-
10/28 Stewardship Committee (brunch) fering envelope stays in the Church and goes directly towards
the heating expenses of the building. This is a large building

to heat; any donation to the Fuel Fund is appreciated.

11/4 Financial Secretaries/Treasurers

October Birthdays include: On October 8th
Marjorie Zimmerman Oct. 7th CT ER Rich and Jean McPherson will be
Eric Rockwood- Oct. 21st W BIRTHDAYS celebrating their wedding anniversary
Happy Birthday! ANNIVERSARIES Happy Anniversary!
To my church family, Potluck & Movie/ Book D
On Sunday, September 16th, | was surprised (and a bitembar-We have begun meeting
rassed) as | was recognized for 24 years of organizing the an- supperyo®@aend nvited.
nual yard saleThe flowers | received were beautifuMike, Join us on Oct. 16tlh ¢
who has always been beside me and given many hourstoth;s when we will be viewi
event, and are looking forward to visiting the Publick House Paul, Apostle of CI
with the gift certificate | was given as wellhank you to all “Risking his life, Luke ventures to Rome to visit
who have helped and donated over the yearam amazed as Paul -- the apostle who's bound in chains and
| think back on how many pejo FPPIdé:aptlvehnLl}] aqaf'gfﬁagdb'a@% S ur
rison cell. Haunted by the shadows of his past

been involved.l got to know alot of church members a misdeeds, Paul wonders if he's been forgotten

whole lot more than | would hgvelt trl_JIy has be_e_n a pleas- as he awaits his grisly execution. Before Paul's
ure to serve. Thank you for this special recognition. death, Luke resolves to write another book that
| am blessed, details the birth of what will come to be

Cindy Dube known as the church.”
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10 A.M. OCTOBER 28H

A

MEMORIAL SUNDAY
We have designated October 28th as Memorial Sunday. At this special worship service we remem

church members that we have lost in the past year. Also during this service, congregants will have

opportunity to come forward and receive a flower and light a candle in memory of a loved one.

This service of remembrance has proven to be moving and very special to those who have lost lov

ones, so please mark your calendars for October 28th, and plan to join us on3dechayial
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Here We Grxroewschool
While we welcome in the beautiful month of October, the staff and most of the children havg set-
tled into a nice routine. | am happy to report that much of the crying has stopped, for the ch|l-
dren and the parents.

Currently, we have a few openings in the A.M. and Pdyed&-old class and in the-gearold A.M.
class. If you know of someone who is looking for a preschool for their child, please have th
the school at 50832-8184. The highest compliment we can receive is a referral to family an
friends.

call

This year we have several children in ouy@arold classes for whom English is not their first language, wh|ch
brings a different set of challenges to the teachers, but we are up to the task! We look forward to watchijg
these children, as well as all our students, gain confidence and grow during the year.

During the month of September, the children became familiar with their teachers, new friends and new gjur-
roundings. They had a tour of the entire building and met Denise and Pastor Brian.

Each child received homework the second week of school. Continuing with one of our traditions, the chilfren

created a picture page of their families and added it to their classroom family aloum. It is one of the ways we
become familiar with the many different types of families attending HWG. It is also a great way for the cljildren
to openup to someone, just by talking about their families.

We had a great parent turnout for Parent Orientation which was held a week before school started. For fjhe
year we offered a OMeet the Teachersd time bdf ol
out.

Starting the first day of school all the children are taught our prayer that we say before our snack and lujpch
times. Many of the children teach their families the same prayer at home. | would like to share the pray¢r with
you, as we fondly remember Gloria Whitehead who found this prayer for us.

Thank You for the World so sweet
Thank You for the food we eat
Thank You for the birds that sing
Thank You God for everything.

I would like to thank Mike Schillinger, Dave Sampson, Wayne Prouty and Sue and Stan MacPhee for all fhe he
they did in preparing HWG for another school ylear
support. So, THANK YOU!

Coming in October: Visits from the police and fire departments, and Halloween parade and parties.

Until next month
Cristi Corey, Here We Grow Preschool Director

RECENT BAPTISMS

On August 12th we celebrated the baptism of Luke David Angers, the now
8-month-old son of David and Nicole Angers.

On September 9th we celebrated the baptism of Lyla Grace Powell, the now .
5-month-old daughter of Matthew and Mikaela Powell. Baptlsms

TO
We pray Goddés continued blessing upon the£@lehfﬁt€ci
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First Congregational Church
$50.000 2018 Monthly Income & Expenses
om | Sorpios + oerici]) = s|cap.s
Income M EXpenses

$40,000
$35,000
$30,000
$25,000 |
$20,000 | |
$15,000 | | | |
$10,000 | | | | | | |
$5,000 | | | | | | | | |

$0

Jm Feb  Mar  Ar May Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep Oct  Nov  Dec
Above is a financial osnap shotdé provided by Ni

HANDBELL CHOIR REHEARSAL

Handbell Choir: the Handbell Choir will start rehearsals at 2:30 PM on Sunday afternoon
October 7. We welcome back members of the choir and invite any interested potential mem-
bers to join with us on the 7. No previous handbell experience required. Also, one does not
need to be able to read music to participate. We look forward to seeing you on the 7

Herb Mower, Handbell Choir Director

CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL
Chancel Choir: The Chancel Choir will open their season with their first performance on
Sunday, October'7. Anyone interested in joining the choir is invited to come to rehearsals on
Thursday nights at 6 p.m. beginning Octobef'.11




Page 7 Her al d DIfDIGNGSI

FROM OUR DI RECTOR OF RELI GI OUS EDUCATI ON

Happy fall yo6all. The air is crisp, the cider i
another pumpkin sleepover will have occurred and hopefully all adults have recovered. Since we decided t
have our oO0get to know youd sl eepover to coincide
to assist in the unloading and distribution of the pumpkins. They will probably not admit it, but the kids have
fun standing side by side with people they onl\
talk to. But once you get down and dirty, especially on a rainy Saturday, new friendships or
at least admirations are formed.

Youth On a Mission will again be selling pies for Thanksgiving delivery. The
pies and cookie dough will be on sale from Sunday, Septemb@cgiber 14.
Pickup will be on Saturday, November 10. We will have orders ready for pick
up after church on the 1. Please try and pay upfront and with a check made
out to: First Congregational Church with YOM in the memo section

Thank you in advance for your participation.

Sunday school is wup and running and appears to I
adhere to the church policy. We have plans for a Harvest Festival for the Sunday school kids again this ye:
(on Sunday, October 28). We will have games and treats as well as a craft or two. After service we will have
a parade through fellowship hall. BOE wi-§gbemagad

Confirmation Class has started. We have 6 candidates. This year will be a busy one. If you get a chance
and see a confirmand helping out with the service, please give them some encouragement.

May you all enjoy the cooler weather and a cup of warm cider and a blessing from the Lord.

In His name we servi
Jean McPherson, DRE

The world asks: “What does a person own?”
God asks, “How does a person use what he or she has been given?”

Dear Church Family,
Consecration SundayOicsobemi 24. yo@nbruhahkwi Ott bleehe?

This giving season, we in Stewardship would encourage you to think about how getting
closer to God's ideal for us helps us feel closer to God.

~~~ Growing Our Faith Through Generosity ~~~

When you receive your Stewardship letter, please read it carefully, and prayerfully
consider how you can help us to serve God and support our church.

v
|3¢‘

CONSECRATION

Respectfully,
Your Stewardship Committee

(Michelle Bigelow, Nan Johnson, Ellie Lowell, Lauren and Jake Webb)

We look forward to sharing with you on Oc t o b eand s@nding you a light brunch
after churchonOct ober 238

Thank you.
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The Pumpkin Patch FAI R wil

_ ~ Oct obred &.0m. to 3 p. m.
’The LUNCHEON and FROIZE NGweerael sa HUGE succes

Our wish list includes: frozen meals
Frozen @mddd&ales e are containers in Fellowship Hall f
either 1 person or 4 peopl e. We are hoping for ¢
t oSuggestions include: meat balls & sauce, | asagna,
GIFT cards to mar kedwe omre ad ntad ippnrschase the meat,
plus paper goods, condi ments and drinks for our |
We are | ooking for people to help on the food, so
tabl e Can you work Friday night setting up? Sat
morning to sell and clean up what is |l eft? Please
we will put you into the Tham&«d ydoeaane Moore, 508 83
ATTENTI ON JEWELRY: SO rErRcSn Har t mann and Gayl e Far|l e
keep our fair in mind when you are cleaning out vy
sales. After four years of sales, our stash is ge
Early donations give Shannon time to repair and c
guite well | ast year and the following items woul
trinket boxes, scarves, cat/dog figurines, small
thing "vintage" |l tems may be gi pleamastedifm@inknnon
Shannd®dn Contact info: ShannonBa28wmanonb@ymai caoom
on Facebook
ANNOUNCI NG VI NRESEUREAtti c Treasures is a popular
year we are trying a new category to add to this
Treasures table. Guidelineslofxrd oi h?22a®e Clseamyt de
items, accescomrdietsi om, gwiold be accepted However,
ryContact: Gayle Farley with any questiong5828bt et
emai |l : gayle2bill @gmai |l . com
ATTENTI ON ALL CRAFT&WSc hu rch fair table w&l Ehbw a\
ryone what talent w@an bhakengtfour mehurnaotd. io hgeon ctroa z
just a couple of items. Cal |l we;833%i.rl ey Hill, w
PLEASEeep in mwilh&NThARAUCTII ONou have something that
and never used (many times items are stil!] i n ori
your place of employment, favorite restaurant, ti
Pl ease consider either asking for i1t to be donate
make something as well
REMI NDER TO ALL COMMI TTERFPS/eBaGARPSIIt the final touc
ket Having them sooner riast hperre ftehraaamlkéal!t e r

Do forget ATTIC -pREASEURHBBOpPp off donations rboehi nd
clothes of any kind Wedwmrd c\VoORe tyape 5., b& DKkpsu,z zD \eB ,
et Pl ease be sure items are clean and in working condi
***As the PUMPKI N PATCH FAIR draws near we
9am t o 3pm. | f you have any time we need

your availability! -83BB0@ng. MoorelO4 a@bO68mai l
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- . Thank

o ) tyomueveryone who helped?/
ﬁ-ﬁf"" on Saturday mornihng, Se‘éH mb e |
(f_gWe are now in needmah wbeéup rflsn
g We have morning and afterno i f o

|l deal ly, we would like at g ;ﬂz
HE":;% check tuipe sshegent in fello '
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