
Herald of  Good TIDINGS  
  ñGet you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good   
  tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem,   
  herald of good tidings, lift it up, fear not; say to the  
  cities of Judah, óBehold your God!ôò  Isaiah 40:9 

April and Everyday Miracles 
 

We have many remnants of our pagan past even today. Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday are named for the 
Norse/Germanic gods/goddesses Odin, Thor, and Frig. Saturday is dedicated to the Roman god Saturn.  The 
months we mostly get from Latin. We have July and August named after the first two Roman emperors, who  
the Roman senate declared gods. We also have April which is named for either Aphrodite, the goddess of love,  
or the Latin verb meaning to open. Both possible readings refer to April being about the flowers opening or the 
bursting forth of new life out of love. Either meaning is appropriate for what is going on in April around here.  
The grass is greening up, tulips and other early plants are blooming. 
 
April weather tends to get good press. After all, can Aprilôs weather be worse than February or March? Since it 
has to be better than what happened in the earlier months we are happy with the weather.  But if we had Aprilôs 
weather in June we would complain the whole time. The context sometimes determines what is good or bad. 
April is generally warmer than what came before and prepares us for even warmer times to come. Even cold 
days in April are more enjoyable because we know it is the last throes of winter and the cold will soon go away 
so that we can complain about the heat. 
 
This is why I like four seasons. Each season brings good and bad weather, but when the season is young the 
good far outweighs the bad. Then as the season comes to an end we look forward to the next thing. In spring  
we canôt wait for summer heat. In August we look forward to apple picking and cooler sweater weather. 
 
Do we appreciate things that come everyday? Every hour? Or do we overlook it and under appreciate it? When 
the lights go out in bad weather we appreciate electricity more after the loss.  
 
We can be that way with God. In a particular moment we can forget to thank God for His great love and care for 
us. Rather, people tend to turn to God in the tough times, not the good times. I remember a comic saying he felt 
bad for Jesus; because people only go to Jesus in the bad times, never the good times. 
 
That is not always true. I have heard several athletes thank God in their victory speeches and point heavenward 
after a good play. But do they thank God for getting to work without a car accident? The other day it was 70 de-
grees and I took extra time to enjoy the lovely weather. From time to time it is good for us to take time to notice 
the wonderful miracles in the everyday. 
 
May we feel Godôs love in the everyday miracles and let us pray God will let us be part of a miracle in someone 
elseôs life. Amen. 
                        Pastor Brian 
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SERMON TOPICS FOR APRIL  
 

   4/3   òThey Will Pay (Oppression)ó 

   4/10   òPride & Charityó ñ  Jennifer Bohn 

   4/17  òWe Will Not Be Snatchedó    

 

   4/24   òPeople Are More Important Than . . .ó ñ childrenõs time 

  òBetrayaló 

2016 
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Coffee Hour Hosts  

  

   4/3, 10   ~   Music Committee 
 

   4/17 & 24     ~   Memorial/Scholarship, Library, 

       Nominating & Historian 
 

   5/1    ~   Board of Trustees 

 

SCHOLARSHIP  APPLICATIONS  

Applications are available in Fellowship Hall, 

and in the church office for anyone interested 

in applying for a scholarship.  Donõt forget, 

applications are due by April 15th . 

 

Happy Birthday to: 

     

Ernie Smith  -  April 9
th
  

Haydn McPherson  - April 10
th
 

 

Our next Community Supper is planned for  
 

Saturday,  April 16th, at 5:00 p.m.  

On the menu:  Roast Pork Dinner  

Adults - $10    Children - FREE 
 
 

Servers:  Stewardship Committee 
 

additional volunteers needed  

CRADLE ROLL VOLUNTEERS  
 

4/3    Theresa Stone & Rebecca 
 

4/10   Lauren Webb & Rebecca 
 

4/17   Lindsay Censabella & Paris 
 

4/24 Katie Sharr & Rebecca 
 

5/1 Liz Esposito & Paris 
 

5/8 Lauren Webb & Rebecca 

Fall Fair Extravaganza  
 
 
 
The Fall Fair will return on Oct. 15th & 16th.   

We anticipate another successful fair! And, once again,  
weôre reaching out to the congregation for your ideas!   
As you may recall, in recent years weôve had various  
themes or themed tables such as crafts, jellies/jams (food 
items), pet, Christmas/Halloween sections, jewelry, etc.   
To ensure its success, the planning must begin NOW!   

 
This is a great opportunity to get to know the rest of  
your church family!  Please contact Cindy Ryan at  
508-832-3416 and let her know youôre interested in  

being a part of this church fundraiser.   

Handbells  
 

Our Church presently has a two octave set of handbells.  Are you interested in learning about handbells?  

Fran and I have been involved at various churches in their handbell program and would enjoy hearing our 

bells. 
 

If you are interested in the possibility of adding handbells to our programs, please contact either the Church 

office or Herb Mower, mower@alum.mit.edu, 508-434-2864 and we can see what we can do. 

 

I envision our getting together sometime before the end of May to explore the possibility.  Then we can 

look forward to setting up a schedule for the fall that works for all. 
 

           Herb Mower 

 

mailto:mower@alum.mit.edu


Page  3                    Herald of Good TIDINGS 

SAVE THE DATE 
 
 

SATURDAY,  JUNE 18th   
 
 

COMMUNITY YARD SALE 
 

We will be needing your help 

for a short time on Friday  

the 17th at 6pm and again on Saturday the  

18th at 1:30 to carry tables out and back  

into the church. At this time, it looks like  

we will not be having a church table, but  

spaces are available to rent for only $15  

($20 for non-Church members).   
 

If you have questions or to rent a space,  
call me, Cindy Dube, at 508-832-6646 or 
the church office, 508-832-2845. 

ñLAUNDRY LOVEò 
 

Pastor Brian and Church members Pat Bukoski, Shirley and Steve Hill, Ellie Lowell and Marion Woodcock 
participated in the ñLaundry Loveò program on Thursday, March 10th.  The Rev. Meredyth Ward organizes 
and leads this urban mission in Worcester, in the Main South neighborhood. This free laundry night is of-
fered once a month, on the second Thursday of the month, at ñSuds Upò on Southbridge Street in Worces-
ter from 6 -9 p.m.  Through ñLaundry Loveò Rev. Ward takes the Gospel message to the people while meet-
ing a very basic need of clean laundry.  The ñLaundry Loveò ministry paid for 25 loads of laundry the first 
night when it started back in July. Now, it averages close to 150 loads for each monthly session, all paid 
for. Pizza and drinks are also provided.  The Outreach Committee presented Rev. Meredyth with a check 
from First Congregational to help with this ministry.  
 
 

Pictured: Marion Woodcock, Steve Hill, Shirley Hill, Rev. Meredyth and Pat Bukoski 

 

Greater Auburn Community Chorus 

 
Under the Direction of Charles J. Pietrello  

Presents 
 

What  the  World  Needs  Now   
is  Love  

 

Saturday, April 9th at 7 p.m.    

Sunday, April 10th at 2:30 p.m. 
 

at St. Josephõs Church,  

194 Oxford St. North, Auburn 
 

Tickets $12   

 

For additional info call: 508-832-7711 ext. 2036 
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                 JOIN US ð ALL ARE WELCOME!    
 

We continue to hold potluck suppers  (a combination of potluck and  
book/movie discussions) on the third Tuesday monthly.  The next get  
together will be on Tuesday, April 19th, at 5:30 p.m. when we will  
view the  movie Babetteôs Feast.  ñSisters Martine and Philippa grow  
to spinsterhood under the wrathful eye of their strict pastor father  
until one day Philippa's former suitor sends a Parisian refugee  

named Babette to serve as the family cook.  Babette's lavish celebratory banquet tempts the  
family's dwindling congregation, who abjure such fleshly pleasures as fine foods and wines.ò    

 
On Tuesday, May 17th, at 6 p.m., we will hold a potluck with book discussion (title to be determined).   

 

 

Dear Pastor Brian and our òChurch Family ,ó 

 

On behalf of my family we want to thank you  for all of your prayers  and 

concerns for Larry  and me .  It was a long struggle for us and my family.  

I know it meant so much to Larry when Pastor Brian and others called 

and visited him at our home and at the hospital and ICU and also follow-

ing his surgeries when he was in rehab at Overlook for 2 - 3 months.  I also 

want to thank you, Pastor Brian,  for the beautiful memorial service  you  

arranged for Larry and my family.  

        God Bless You!   Love,  

 

        Cherolyn J. Cariglio  & Family  

MANY THANKS 
 

Once again we want to thank Ron and Connie 

Hanks for organizing the Easter flower orders. 

Much is involved behind the scenes to accomplish 

such a beautiful array of flowers on Easter  

morning so we want to express our heartfelt  

appreciation for all they do.  We also want to 

thank Scott Stone for all he did in coordinating 

arrangements with the supplier. 

 

CALL FOR ARTISTS    ñ  The Auburn Cultural 

Council is once again preparing for its Spring Art 

Show ñ òArt for the Artsó show and sale to be 

held Saturday, May 7th, from 10-3 at Pakachoag 

Church. The show is free and open to the public.  

They invite adult artists and high school students 

in grades 11 and 12 from Auburn, as well as  

surrounding towns, to participate.   
 

They are looking for original framed works in 

these categories:  oil/acrylic paintings, water-

colors, photographs, graphic art (pen and ink, 

graphite, colored pencils, pastels, charcoal),  

mixed media, and sculpture.   
 

Deadline for applications is April 8th.  Applica-

tions and entry rules may be obtained at the Au-

burn Library or online at www.auburnguide.com 

(on header click Boards and Committees and se-

lect Cultural Council).  Please call Marilyn Kulesa 
at 508-832-4081 for any other information.   

 

Not an artist?  Then plan on coming May 7th  

and enjoy the show! 

 

 

Confirmation Class  
 

 We are looking to hold an informational meeting  

in June for teens (and their parents) who are  

interested in attending our next Confirmation  

Class series which will begin in September.  

These classes are for 8th and 9th grade students  

and are designed to prepare our youth for their  

confirmation in 2017.  So, discuss the classes  

with your teen and look for more info to come.  
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        FROM THE DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 

Well, Easter is over and spring is here. I love this time of renewal in our hearts and spirits as well as the earthôs 
rebirth with all the budding trees and spring flowers. I pray you all had an Easter that renewed your spirit in the 
knowledge of our Fatherôs love for EACH and EVERY ONE of us. 

  

On Palm Sunday we were treated to a wonderful breakfast by our cooks, Jen Bohn 
and Ron Hanks. Youth On a Mission assisted with set up, serving and clean-up. 
Then YOM was off to get to the second, and much anticipated event of the day, the 
Easter Egg Hunt! Everyone went home with a bag of candy, or at least wrappers 
that once held candy, and a smile.  The Butter Braids were also distributed on Palm 
Sunday. We raised $405 for YOM and would like to thank anyone and everyone 
who participated. We hope you enjoy your purchase! 
 

Easter morning YOM was out again assisting Pastor Brian in conducting the Sun-
rise Service, and as any of you who have or had teens knows, getting up to speak 
at a Sunrise Service as a teen shows real commitment. Thank you, guys! 
 

Currently we are getting in contact with Overlook to look into helping them ready  
the soil to plant a garden. So, you see, the youth of the church are busy. 

  

Sunday School has been practicing the old songs we remember from our Sunday School days like Zacchaeus 
and Jesus Loves Me with Jackie Knox. We will be singing for you in the coming month, so stay tuned. 

  

We always welcome new faces, young or old, down in Sunday school so stop in and see what we are up to. 

  

With His guidance we serve. 
 

Jean McPherson, Director of Religious Education   

 

GOING GREEN  
 

If you currently receive the Tidings newsletter via the U.S. Postal Service, and you have internet access, please 

consider subscribing to the Tidings electronically.  Hereõs how it works:  just contact the church office (508-

832-2845, or via email at: secretary@auburnfirstucc.org) and let us know youõre willing to make the switch 

and we will send you an email notifying you once the latest version of the Tidings has been posted.  Within  

the email will be a link to the churchõs website where you may view the newsletter.  If you would rather read 

from a hard copy you may download and print the Tidings onto standard 8½ x 11 paper right in the comfort of 

your own home (and if you have a colored printer youõll see all the wonderful clip art in color!).  Still not con-

vinced to make the switch?  Thereõs no risk.  If you find you prefer òsnail mail,ó just say the word and we can 

always change your mailing status back.  Keep in mind, we currently print approximately 220 newsletters 

monthly; however, we need only 200 pieces to take advantage of the bulk mailing reduced rate.   

 

ESTATE PLANNING?    
 

Have you included the church in your will or estate plan-

ning?  Please prayerfully consider if the Lord would have 

you remember your church when completing your will. 
 

òOne of the greatest missing teachings in the American  

church today is the reminder to men and women  

that nothing we have belongs to us.ó   
 

            

         Gordon MacDonald 

        American Pastor & Teacher 
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4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ Á ×ÅÅËÅÎÄ ÃÌÅÁÎ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÓÔÏÒÁÇÅ 
ÌÏÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÁÔÔÉÃȟ 
ÂÁÓÅÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÁÇÅÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÌÅÁÎ ÏÕÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÏÎ 
!ÐÒÉÌ ΩΦÔÈȢ 7Å ÁÓË ÔÈÁÔ ÁÌÌ ÂÏÁÒÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÍÉÔȤ
ÔÅÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÉÔÅÍÓ ÉÎ ÓÔÏÒÁÇÅ ÔÏ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÇÏ 
ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÐÒÉÏÒ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÅÁÎ ÏÕÔ ×ÅÅËȤ
ÅÎÄȢ 7Å ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÔÈÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ÁÎÙ ÉÔÅÍÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ 
ÎÏÔ ÌÁÂÅÌÅÄ ÔÏ ËÅÅÐ ÉÎ ÓÔÏÒÁÇÅȢ 7Å ×ÉÌÌ ÁÌÓÏ ÂÅ 
ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÈÅÌÐ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÅÁÎ ÏÕÔ ×ÅÅËÅÎÄ ÔÏ 
ÍÁËÅ ÉÔ ÑÕÉÃË ÁÎÄ ÅÁÓÙ ×ÏÒËȢ  
 

  4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕȟ ÔÈÅ "ÏÁÒÄ ÏÆ 4ÒÕÓÔÅÅÓ 
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From Here We Grow Preschool 
 

Spring Has Sprung!  In March we were visited by Neal Primeaux Photography who 
spent two days with us taking pictures of the children and their classmates.  Once 
again, thank you to the Board of Christian Ed. for allowing us the use of a Sunday 
school room for the individual pictures.  
 

Here We Grow hosted its Open House on March 8th.   We were visited by many 
new families and some past families.  We scheduled the Open House in the morning 
and had a much better turnout than years past and picked up 6 new 3-year-olds and 

2 new 4-year- olds. As of this writing, we do have open spots in our morning and afternoon 3-year-
old sessions and our afternoon 4-year-old sessions.  We still have tours almost daily. 
 

We are doing 2 Papa Ginoõs fundraiser nights. When we did only one evening we did not have enough 
room. The dates are April 5th and 6th from 4 to 9 p.m.  Flyers are needed in order to credit us 
with 20% of your purchase. So, look for a flyer on page 7 of this newsletter. 

 

Looking ahead, we will be closed April 18-22 for spring vacation. We are looking into setting up  
a date in April to have members of the Amber Alert Team, Massachusetts State Police and  
Auburn Police at HWG to do fingerprinting of our graduating 4õs. We also have the òReptile Manó 
coming in to do a show with the 4-year-olds. We are so excited!   
 

We had such success with last yearõs Intergenerational Day that we have planned another for  
May 2nd.  It will be from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.  So, senior citizens, please look for a sign-up sheet in  
Fellowship Hall. 
 

Here We Grow will be running a summer program June 20-24th (òWhatõs Out There? SPACEó) 
and June 27-July 1st (òThe Olympicsó).  If you know of anyone who has children 4 to 9-years-old 
and would like to send them to our summer program, have them give the school a call for more  
information, 508-832-8184. 
 

Until next month, stay well and keep looking for those crocuses. 
 

Gina Basili, Here We Grow Preschool Director 

On March 13th we celebrated the 
baptism of Lily Rose Braman.   

 

Lily is the 2 ½-year-old daughter of 
Keith Braman and Tara Morton.  

 

We pray for Godõs continued 
blessing upon Lily and her family.  

Dear Church Members:   
 

From time to time, we are asked about, and you may have  

noticed in the Church bulletin, the dedication of an anthem by  

a person or family member in recognition of a special event or 
in memory of an individual(s). 
 

Music is an integral part of each weekly service. The requested 

anthems are added and sung by the Choir, personalized mean-

ingful music, an added dimension of remembrance.  The modest 

monetary donation gifted for the anthem is used to supplement 

the music budget in order to purchase new and replacement 

music.   
 

Should you have any questions concerning an anthem request, 

please see Heather Moore, Minister of Music, or any member  

of the Music Committee.  
 

Members of the Music Committee are: Steve Hill, Chairman, 

Barbara Allaire, Randy Bohn, Pat Bukoski, Deb Mahlert, and 

Herb Mower.   
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If you cannot make it one evening, you 
can go on the other evening! 

 

April 5th & 6th 
 
 
 

4 - 9 p.m. 
 
 

 
459 Southbridge St., Auburn 
 

 
508-832-6583 
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